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PSALM 103. vV. I. 
Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul! and all that ts 
Within me bleſs his boly Ncame ! 


ay Here 1s an Habitnal, and allo an Acu- 
al praiſing or Glorifying of God : 
the firſt conſiſts in a regular confor- 
- mity of our Lives , or the general 
courſe of our Actions to the holy 
Will and Commands of God : But AGual Ado- 
ration, which is to be the Subject of my Enſuing, 
Diſcourſe, 1s it {elf a peculiar and ſolemn part 
of Divine Worſhip : which docs not only con- 
fiſt in an open recitation of Hymns and Spiritu- 
al Songs, bur alſo in a ſilent Exultation of our 
Faculties, and a Religious .. warmth of Soul 
wrought by Heavenly Obje&s. 

Now there are many Words and Phraſes in 
holy Scripture,” eſpecially in this Book of Plalms, 
which are often us'd to expreſs the ſame Duty of 
Bleſling or praiſing the Lord ; And though they 
are promiſcuouſly inſerted(as certain! y they ought 
co 
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to be, either in Popular or Poetick Writings) yet 


are they, many of them , of peculiar limitation 


and ſignificancy ; which being fomewhar ſtated 
and explain'd , may ſerve to eſtabliſh a full and 
eaſe notion of what in my following Diſcourſe F 
ſhall make more copious and lefs nice reflexions. 
Wherefore our moſt humble and worthy ap- 
prehenſions , our ſincere deyout reſentments of 
the Divine Pertections, are neceſſarily requir'd to 
conſtitute the Inviſeble Adoration of the Heart, 
and Soul , and Spirit ; which from its Vital and: 
inward heat, is continually diſplaying itfelf into- 
great variety of External evidences, accordin 
to the diverſity of thoſe objeds about which it is 
immediately converſant. So that we may be ſaid 
to praiſe the Lord , when we decltre his free and 


moſt excellent works of Mercy and Juſtice, of 


Creation and Providence: to Magnifie and Adore 
him, when we ſet forth his communicable and 
Natural Excellencies , ſuch as his Omnipotence, 
Immenſity, ec. which joyntly conſtder'd , with 
his Univerſal Dominion and Soveraignty over all 
Creatures, may ſeem to {1gnihie all that we mean 
by the Glorious Majeſty of God. We may be ſaid 
to Bleſs the Lord by our wiſhes and words ; and 
being the good we with 1s Extrinfic to his Na- 
ture , andnot yet obtained , as, that the whole 
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_ 
world may be converted and fear his Name, ec. 
we mult be ſure to bleſs him with our: endeavours 


-too : But chiefly this Bleſſing is effeed'by-our 


moſt ſolemn Gratulations ; ' for ſeeing we cannot 
confer any real good on God,we muſt continual- 


ly expreſs our joy and gladneſs for hisaCuual pol- 


feſſion - of all” poſlible perteGion.' i To. worſhip 
| him, viſually denotes a moſt humble 'poſture of 


Body, when we incline towards, or proſtrate our 
ſelves on that Duſt out of which we were made. 
We Glorifie God with our Mouths';''mr{d gccor- 
dingly 'the Plalmiſt calls: 'his Tongue this Glory , 
Awake thou my Glory. Thanksgiving is an open 
profeſſion , and a hearty acknowledgment that 
we have received a Benefit-moſt freely,and with- 
out any- merit -of - our -own. Adoration and 
Thankggiving ſeem to differ in theſe reſpets: we 
adore God for things that were aGted long ago, 
which concern not us any more, than that they 
were the Effects of his Omitipotence, as for all 
the Wonders done in the behalf of the Children 
of Iſrael: Thanksgiving relates to thoſe Benefits 
which either we immediately receive, or whoſe 
effects are communicated to us. Alſo we Adore 
God for his Judgments and his Vengeance, how- 
ever diſplayed , either on our Enemies , or on 
our ſelves; for which we are not properly ſaid 
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reſpeQs the Juſtice of the Aftion, Thanksgivings 

| c Ji Theſe words and x" 4 
ing thus ſomewhat. explain'd , I ſhall make no 
ſcruple to uſe them again in -their popular ſenſe 
and freedom, according as I ſhall find occaſion 
for them,in my farther amplifications on the Text, 
which I will endeavour- to handle in theſe three 


| foretuen Thankggivings ; becauſe 


the goodneſs of it. 


FE You may be pleas'd to-confider the Neceſſs- 
ty and Excellence of Praiſe and Adoratio 


Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, 


I I. I ſhall endeavour to ſhew what are thoſe 
Faculties and Capacities of the Soul, where- 
by this Adoration is perform d. All that 35 


within me. 


ITI. I will point out forme of thoſe Benefits 


which will ariſe from a Worthy 


perfor- 


mance of the Daty. Bleſs the Lord, &c.. \ 


I. You may be pleas'd to conſider the Neceſſe- 
ty and Excellence of Praiſe and Adoration. 


Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul. 


Prayers 
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Prayers and Praiſes which bear the name of all 
that we can properly call Divine Worſbip, are as 
well the Ecernat DiQtates of Natare, as the moſt 
Sacred Commands of Revelation ; and if there 
may ' be allowed any remarkable precedency m 
theſe higher Duties of Natural and Reveal'd Re- 
ligion, Praiſe or Adoration ſeems juſtly to chal- 
lenge that Prerogative : for ſhould not we firſts 
acknowledge our being , before we view and la- 
ment its imperfections ? ſhould not we return.our 
facrifices of Gratitude for what we have already 
received, before we implore the Divine Benig- 
nity for further acceſſions , freſh ſupplies, and 
new aſliſtances? Common Juſtice obliges us ar 
all times, firſt to look back and magnifte the 
Lord for our aQual preſervation, before we pre- 
ſume to put up our Petitions for pardon and fu- 
ture ſecurity 3 and it requires a Plalm of Thank(- 
giving, that we are ina capacity to know our 
wants, to ſurvey our Infirmities. The mean- 
neſs of our nature has indeed placed us below 
the poſſibility of making any Recompence , and 
yet the indigency of our condition, ſtill calls up- 
on us to make freſh acknowledgments : and how- 
ever imperfect theſe oblations are , yet are they 


the only ſhew of real ſervice we can render, the 
only 
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only Image of requital which our Creator has in- 
dulged us. | : 

And as this Adoration is our indiſpenſable Du- 
ty, ſo 'tis our Advantage and our glory too: *tis 
not only the buſineſs of our Creation , but the 
Excellency of it; and we never appear in a 
more exalted State, than when we Glorifie. In 
the performance of this Duty, we more eminent- 


gun ly make, our Communion with Saints and Angels, 


whilſt with thoſe Bleſſed Spirits we conſtitute the 
ſame Choire , and make one Univerſal Hallelu- 
Jah. | 

Nothing ſurely can be more Faſt and Natural, 
than to imploy our breath to the glory of him 
who gave it us : nothing more profitable, than to 
magnihe the Lord into greater Mercies to our- 
{clves: Nothing more delightful, than to be al- 
ways full of glorious conceptions, always pour- 
ing forth the Language of Bleſſing and Aﬀect- 
on! Prayers are but the Mourntul Draught and 
Table of our Miſery, the repreſentation of our 
Ship-wreckt Nature : Repentance has a gloomy 
{ide ; but Praiſe is Faiths and Reaſons Triumph , 
a bright, unmixt, immaculate Joy, and only wants 
ſome tew degrees of being all we can conceive of 
Heaven. Theretore 
TI. You 
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II. You may be pleas'd to conſider what are 
thoſe Faculties and Capacities of the Soul 
whereby this Daty is perform'd. 


Now the powers of the Soul which are more 
eminently concern'd in the A&s of Adoration, 
ſeem to be theſe Three. | | 

1. Our Reaſon. 2. Our Imagination. 3. Our 
Aﬀections. For we may be ſaid to Praile the 
Lord with our Reaſon in theſe two reſpects. 
1 When it perfealy and freely ſubmits to. the- 
High Myſteries of Faith, or the Doctrines of 


pure Revelation. 2. When it humbly and de- 


voutly bultes itſelf about the Nature and Attri- 
butes of God, manifeſted in the works of Creati- 
en and Providence ; and though they are objects 
of Revelation too, yet have they a ſure founda- 
tion in Right Reaſon and Natural Religion , and' 
therefore may fſately admit of a modeſt and af- 


 feclionate enquiry. We may bedſaid to. praiſe 
the Lord with our Imagination , when we {tudy 


to adorn our Divine Conceptions with the moſt 
Excellent Idea's, with the moſt lively Repreſentati-. 
015 We can invent. | 

Laſtly, We may be ſaid to Praiſe the Lord 
with. our AfﬀeSions , when the whole Duty is 


Per —_ 


perform'd with ſtrong vehemency of Soul', and 
intenſene(s of Spirit , with the Unions of Love 
and Wonder , and ſuch like bright AﬀeGtions as 
pericct and exalt our moſt Spiritual performances. 
Ot tlieſe in their Order. PE. 

1. We may be ſaid to Praiſe the Lord with 
our Reaſon, when it perfealy and freely ſubmits 
itſelf ro the High Myſteries of Faith , or the 
Doctrines of pure Revelation. 

And is it not an eſpecial Excellency of the 
Chriſtian Religion, that , -as all its Precepts for 
Life and Manners are fo perſpicuoufly deliver'd, 
and fo pertely agreeable to the beſc conceptions 
of Mankind , that the humble perſon cannot mi- 
ſtake his way to Heaven; fo alſo there are ſuch 
Hights and Depths in the receſſes of our Faith , 
as perhaps. the Seraphims caunot comprehend ? 
And although theſe Propoſitions of our Belief al- 
jo be as clear ard Evident as Fiſtory and Lan- 
guaze can make them; as infalhbly trae and cer- 
tain as that God who has reveal d them; yet even 
in our modeſt contemplations on them , the ex- 
ceſlive glory of the Revelation is apt to ſtrike 
back, and ſcatter our Natural light into the Con- 
tulions of Broken Knowledge and Admiration 3 
mo Humility, Love, Praiſe, and Reſignation 3 
thus perfcime our Natures, whilſt it confounds 
our 
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our Enquiries! So that the moſt Speculative My- 


fteries. of Chriſtianity , how Incomprebenſible 


ſoever in their Imrinfec Natures, are yet as ſer- 
viceable and conducive to the Ends of Religion, 
(viz. the glory of God, and the promoting tre 
Holineſs, as the moſt pradtical and familiar Do- 
arines and encouragements of the Goſpel. 

Were indeed our Myſteries like thoſe of the 
ancient Heathen, whoſe Adyta and Penetralia were 
but ſo many Cloyſters of Separated Impurity, ſo 
many Concealments of Spiritual Craft, or of My- 
ſtical and Appropriated Luſt ; then the nice ex. 
amining world might very well complain of the 
Impoſtures of Prieſts, of the abſurdities of a 
SuperNitious Faith: but when the Myſteries we 
pretend to,arc not ſuch as are made fo by Shrines, 
Temple-characters, and a Traditionary Caution 3 
but ſuch as are expos'd to the promiſcuous , yet 
humble view of all men,in Confeftons,Creetls;and 
Catechiſms; and being thus expes'd, they are no 
Tacongruities to our Moral conceptions, as moſt of 
the Heathen's were; nor yet Contradictions to our 
Natural Reaſoning.,as ſome would have them ; (fos 
they are not ſuch objects as Iye within 1ts Sphere, 
or within the reach of its common Axioms) but 
are rather ſo many Humiliations' of” our Under- 
ſtandings, ſo many Gracious Aﬀerightments, and 
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[19] 
mcomprehenſible endearments of our Souls unto 
Love and Obedience: So. that if the thoughts of 2 
Trinity in Unity, and a Unity m Trinity, amaze thy 
mind, thou mayſt preſently relieve thy felf with- 

this: contemplation, That all this Ulnconceivable 

Diſtinction of Subſeftences extends itlelf to thy 

Benefit and Comfort, te-reach thee out of Perdi- 
tion and thy Primitive Curſe! that all this Ineffa-- 
ble economy of the Divinity is thy Redemption, 
thy SanQAtfication, in a- word, ' thy Multiply d Sal 
wation! And conſidering likewiſe, that on one 
fide we have the expreſs Declarations of Holy 
Scripture, the Definitions of general Councils, 
the Writings and Devotions of Primitive Fghers, 
the Blood and Conſciences of: Holy Martyrs , to: 
teftifie and ſeal their early Amzgquity. , their Ve-- 
nerable Certainty, and moſt faithful Conveyance 3, 
and then-on the ther fide, that there is nothing 
8ueScholaſtick $»brity, and preſumptnous Embu- 
fiaſm,to Weaken or Corrupt them; bold Philoſophy, 

malicious Cavilling, and tmpiousBlzſphemy,to op- 
Poſe them ; Fay, confidering alt theſe things,. 
what poſſibly can deter any good 'and humble man, 
even in this perverſe diſputing Age, from Frium- 

phantly-enghyacing the Myſteries of. Faith with a. 

ſtrong and Heroical aflent,, with-# noble captivi-- 
tf of Mind; and the moſt vigarows Acts of: Ado-- 
ration © aPPY: 


In] 
 * Happy had it been for the Chriſtian world, if 
theſe Eminencies 1n Religion had been always 
guarded ' with. a Flaming Cherubim , and been 
onlyi\made the: illuſtrious Themes of Praiſe and 
Adoration | | But now, alas ! the Controverſies of 
the Church abouttheſe higher points , will hard- 
ly ſuffer 'us to ſpeak Doveionall of our Myſte- 
ries 1; Grawematical niceties,, and Sociniart figures, 
have weaken'd the Native Revefence of many 
Texts! Every Dutch Syſfteme is' arrogantly bi 
with ithe bold explications of the Myſterious Tr:- 
#ity , and: of thoſe heights and depths before 
which the very Angels tremble and vail! What 
i ſome holy perſons of old, perhaps of - more 
Piety.and.devout affections , (than Learning * and 
Philofaphy, were admitted (like Moſesinto' the 
Cloud) humbly to converſe with God about this 
Dreadful Myſtery,: to be a Bank and a Mound a- 
gainſt an cagee arid:inpetaous Herdſi2 theh raging 
in.the Church;; |and'to -bea ſtanding Authority 
againſt all facure ſwellings of proud Contention z 
yet there is.ho; reaſon but that there ſhould be 
ſome reſtraint-alfo about this\Moni#ain too, to 
fence off the Multitude and Common Beaſts,and 
to keep the Vider Herd'-at awful diſtance, ' feſt 
they break through unto the Lord ,. to gaze and 
periſh! Exod. rg. v.21. : Wy 
C 2 2. We 


[32] 

2. We may be faid to Praiſe the- Lord with 
our Reaſon, when it humbly and devoutly bu- 
ſies it{elf about the Nature and Attributes of God 
manifeſted in the works of Creation -and Provt- 
dence; And although they are ObjeQs of Di- 
vine Revelation too, yet have they a ſure foun- 
dation in. Right Reaſon, and Natural Religion, and 
therefore may ſafely admit of a modeſt and af 
fedtionate enquiry. - Bleſs bjs holy Name. 

| Where, by the Nape of God is meant all that 
we arc able to Conceive of his Perfe5ions, his Na- 

.and Attributes 3: and'thoſe :not as they 'are 
Metaphyſically handled, and jcjunely mingled 
with the Defenitions of the Schools, but as they 
h moſt _pathetically ſer forth in Holy Scriptare by 


op pales warks, and gracious diſperſations to 


_ Alas! it is not the dry Skeleton of dead: and 


| hapelch Reaſon, or the Scholaſtick joynting of 


prodigions. Terms, (which repreſent an Image'ra- 
ther Gaftly than Adwirable ).that can excite and a- 
pimate our Gratalations, and our Praifes';, but 
there muſt be the Life, and: F catures, and all the 
Moving. Elegance of | the Frame, to. give us-bright 


conceptions of its Dignity. And therefore we 


ind that Holy Scripture icarce ever meddles with 
an: Attribute in its Abſolute Nature, but only. in a 
Re 
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Relative and endearing way 3 and that Creatiors 
and Providence, (which are richly pregnant wirk 
all thofe Divine Perfe&ions which moſt nearly 
cohcern us) are the two choſen and moſt ſub- 
lime Topis on which the Exchariftical Pſalms 
are chiefly ſpent. | 

And who among us canforbear fron: breaking 
forth into as of Praiſe and Adoration , when he- 
conliders how the Almighty was pleas'd' out of 
his Infinite and Boundleſs Goodneſs ; according to- 
the freedowe of his Eternal Decree , I muſt nor 
fay to Enrpty , but to Irradiate himſelf inco- this 
amazing variety of Beings , this ſtupendous- Fa—- 
bric of the world , indefinite to our moſt Tra- 
velling Conceptions, andonly leſs: infinite that 
He who made it ? Here we muy behold. his W-- 
dom in its Throne , and praiſe bim in the Firmas-. 
ment of Þjs- pewer |. whilſt we attentively recal how: 
by his Word the Heavens were made , andialt the 
Hoft of them By the breath of' bis Month" t' bow he- 


ſpread out the skie like a Molten Gluſe, anilordered: 


the ballancings of the clouds !' how he ſtretthed ours 
the North ore the empty place ,. and Ing ther earth» 
upon nothing !' trow lie formd*the frrft Man-out of: 
the duſt of the ground; breath'd-into his Noſtr1]s- 
the immortal Halitzs,or Breath of life, and made: 
that: laſt Imperial Draught: to.ſtand the Bearry;. 


the 
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the Dominion,and the Sabbaoth of all his wondrous 
works! ina word , how raviſhing a Reflexion 
aſt :the Creation needs be to Men and Angels 
too, when God Almighty is Repreſented in the 
fecond of Geneſes, as it were ſitting down,Contem- 
plating, and with all intellectual complacency ur- 
weying the Accampliſh'd Mirack 1. 

And as for Providence, what fuller. matter for 
our Celebrations have we, than to conſider , how 
all the unaccountable paſſages here below, which 
ſeem lo rupged-, and like wild Contingencies to 
Us, are notwithſtanding particularly direQed by 
the certain guidance of an Alztighty Wiſdom, and 
in their proper ſeaſons produc'd by a Beautiful 
Qrderof Cauſes | that not only Univerſal Na- 
ture; but Nations, Cities, Private perſons, their Pox 
licies , Fa ftice , 5 Thoughts and Contrivances, are 
-eyermore AGngted, Adwanced, or Confounded, by 
the. imperceptible._ ſtreams of - a' Divzxe. Preroga- 
tized Andrhat all chat, multitude of ixange, Ap- 
pearances,, which look like fo many\Monſtrous 


and Extravagant Lines to us in'this poſition', will - 
-one- day be eefleQed into a Regular piete, and. 


anake a glorious Figute an the 'Beatific Viſion! 


I cannot well conceive how the Epicurean 


could ever be thought effectually to | Praiſe and 
WHorfoip the PROD F, _ for the baxe Excellency 
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of his Being ; whom he fancied 'to be like ſome 


Perfan Monarch , Moroſely Great , full of him- 
felf, and his own Solitude , of a Cloyſter'd Ma- 
zeſty , or a Providence that never ſtoopt below 


the Heavens ; whereas the St07c more truly tells 


ns, Nalla Majeſftas ſine Bonitate ; and' we are ſuffi- 


ciently ſatisfy'd that there was nothing ſo: power-- 
ful to awaken Gratitude , 'and reconcile men to- 


the Sacrifices of Religion, as that Tranſcendent 


goodneſs and partienlar Care which men evidently 
found to flow from what they Worſhipd. I 


grant the Su, by reaſon: of its bright Appearance 


and reſplendency, ' will naturally excite a Tranſſ- 


ent Wonder m Behoſders; but yet F queſtion- 


whether ever it would have been Ador'd , (as it 


certainly was by the greateſt part of the Heathen. 
world) and have had its own F rankincenſe offer d* 
it again, if it had not been for that Annual and: 


Experienc'd Courſe of Benefits , which its conti- 
nual Influences Hatch, produce, and perfect, tor. 
the Generations of Men: 


What weighty ingredients , and commanding 


Subjects. of Adoration, were the Extraordinary 
Managements of Providence in behalf of the Jews. 


and- their Religion ! And accordingly we find. 
the Royal Pſalnift every where paraphrafmg on. 
tholc great and numerous Miracles of Egypt and? 


the 
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the Defart in an exceeding {ublimity of Phraſe, in 
all the Raptures of Eaſtern Poeſte! and here 
mizht be ane reaſon given why the Inanimate 
Choir b o diftinEily call'd upon in the Old Te- 
ftament to Praiſe the Lord ; becauſe fo many of 
thoie Beings had ſtarted from their own Law and 
Natures, to becither an Eminent reſcue, or a migh- 
ry Condn& to the Choſen people ; that wm the 
Jewiſh economy it is hard to determine , whether 
greater Miracles were perform d by the Miniſtry 
of the Elements, or of the appointed Angels. 

2. We may be ſaid to praiſe the Lord with 
our Imagination , when we ſtudy toadorn our 
Divine Conceptions with the moſt Excellent Idea's, 
with the moſt /zvely Repreſentations we can invent : 
for not only Reaſon and Judgment , but allo I- 
magination and.Fancy ; not only the Firmament, 
but even the Meteors too,arc call'd upon to praiſe 
the Lord. 

The.Imagiration is the chief Spring and Engine 
of our A (feds rons ; it g1Ves Sublimity, Spirit, and 
Vivacify to our Conceptions, Beauty and colour to 
our Expreſſrons , aud communicates all thoſe a- 
greeable Tluſtrations which ſerve to adorn the 
ſeverity of Reaſou. The exaGeſt Science we are 
acquainted with, cannot ſupply us with ſuch cau- 
cious forms of Speech, but that they are full of 
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+ Soleciſm , extreamly defeQive and inadequate, 

' when apply'd to Notions concerning God and 
Heaven : The moſt accurate 'wiſdom of Words 
that can be invented, cannot defend it ſelf from 
many Abſurdities , when poſitively converſant 
about an Infinite Obje&, and which cannot be fully 
comprehended; becauſe in ſuch a caſe there is 
a greater Latitude of ſcill ſhewing what a thing 
75 not, than what zt 359. But then what we want 


of ſtrict ſcientifical propriety in our Diſcourſes con- 


Land 


cerning Divine ſ\ubjedts, may be nobly ſupply'd 


by rais'd and figurative adumbrations : And this 
is wholly the bufineſs of the Timagination ; which, 
when'it has warily receiv'd the” Truth and Worth 


of its Object from a ſuperiour' faculty, may 'be al- 


low'd to-raiſe the Mind into a nobler Am- 
plitude of thought, and to kindle it into vaſter 
Conceptions ; and then to beautifie and ſet them 
forth with all thoſe proper Ornaments which 
uſually recommend a ſpeculation to our AﬀeSii- 


ONS. 
Fancy, indeed, is not permitted to give a poſt- 


tive and definitive ſentence, or to cloſe up its 


Period with an Anathema ; but it may ſearch for 
lively Repreſentations : For ſuch ſimilitudes 
of things as may beſt ſuit with the Analogy of 
our Natures; allo for {ſuch tranſcendent and 

D ſuper- 
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ſuperlative Terms, as are- moft apt to inflame the . 
Soul, and to ſhadow to us the ſpiritual ſeorecie of. 


Myſterious Truth. And therefore the Holy Scrip- 
tare has every where exhibited to us its heavenly 
Wiſdem in Parables, and ſenſible Types 3 and pro- 
portion'd its Revelations more to the Imaginations 
of. Men, than to. their more. ſubzile modes of Rea- 


foning. Therefore alſo God appeared to Moſes in 


a Cloud, and his Glory ſhone through a Vezl;, that 
fince the Prophet was not able to ſuſtain his more 
open Appearance, he might with ſafety. under- 
ftand his Infinity by the concealment of.an indefinite 
and z1yſterious Declaration ; and more ardently 
deſire a further Manifeſtation of. thoſe Excellen- 
cies, which were but imperfealy revealed to him. 
in remote and diſtant Scenes :. for no:man ſeem'd 
more acquainted with God than Moſes, and no 
man ſeem'd more impoxrtunate to know. him bet- 
ter :: 4 beſcech thee ſhew me. thy. Glory, Exod. 33, 
£8. Ep | 
Similitudes and Metaphors 1n Religion, are thoſe 
Clouds of Incenſe wherewith at the ſame time. we 
both enter and obſcure the Sanfium SanSorum : 
We receive thoſe ſenſible Repreſentations, and 


gracious Condeſcentions which God hath-been 


pleas'd to make us of his own Natare and the 0- 
aber World, in the fame manner as. the Diſciples 
did. 
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did the Diſcourſes of our Saviour going to Em- 


#14u5:-we have not a full comprehenſion of what 1 
thus Figurd to us; but yet we ate religiouſly af- 


fected, we have a ſpiritual Senſation of its nnutter- 
able import, and our hearts barz within us. 
The Strength and Vehemency of the Imagine- 


tion will ſometimes carry forth the Reaſon and ' nudge 


ment to make new Diſcoveries ; *twill excite them 
to take ſuch Circuits and Travels in the contem- 
plation of Eternal Beings, till the Soul is ready to 
ſwim and grow giddy, and the ſpeculation turns 
almoſt Apoplexy; it will ſometimes acuate the 
mind to a ſtretch and emanation beyond its pre- 
ent Order, to a taſte and immature anticipation of 
unproportiond Knowledge : And this does not pro- 
ceed from the heat and elevation - of contempla- 
tive and ſplenetick Heads , but it 1s the ſober at- 
teſtation, and examin'd experience of more fix'd 
and ſolid Brains. Wl | | 
Tt is reported of a Metaphyſical Divine of our 
own Church, that by a long aſliduity of thinking, 
and a conſtant ardour of Meditation, he could 
ſometimes refine and ſublimate a Theorem to 
that degree, till it became too nice even for his 
own examination,when he had abated of that Tem- 
er in which he firſt fram'd it; that when the 77:- 
telleSinal fire was out, and his Brain was ſunk into 
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its ordinary dimenfions, he could not juſtifie that 
| Ipeculation to. his cooler review, which-he was 
certain had an exaCt conformity to his more rais'd 
Capacity. 
= il] we need not fear any Iluf 7on, any 
Phanaticiſm from the innocent Exceſles of the 
Fancy, whilſt they are onely made the private 
Nourifhmene of an Holy Life; whilſt they onely 
promote our Adorations, nat determine our Opini- 
ons 5 whilſt they only enter our Cloſet-Dewotions, 
not our P#blick Services, or Creeds. Tt being al- 
ſo cafie to diſtinguiſh by the concomitance or ab- 
ſence of Humility and Lowe, when our minds are 
gently filld with Divine Images, or when they 
are. Enthuſtaſtically poſſeſs'd with preſumptuons 
Enquiries. And thus the Imagination,the meaneſt 
and moſt trivial faculty of the Humane Soul, un- 
der a good management may be an admirable 
Inſtrument and incentive of Divine Praiſe and A- 
doration ; even as God Almighty thought fit to 
chuſe the Razzbow, that Circle of phantaſtic co- 
lours, for the Symbole and Sacrament of his Belo- 
ved Attribute, his Mercy. 
2ly. We may be ſaid to Praiſe the Lord with 
our Afections, when our Adoration is perform'd 
with ſtrong vehemency of ſoul, and intenſneſs of 
Spirit, with the LInions of Lowe and Wonder, and 
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ſuck-like Bright Aﬀections,as pſec and. exalt our 
molſz ſpiritual Duties. .*: 

— WW:ll is alſo comprebended. i in al Aﬀefli- 

:} For as the, Common Paſſions in their worſt 
covegnation are- the Deformities and Turbulen- 
cies of the Animal Natyre; ſo the AﬀeSions are 
onely the freſher gales of Virtue, the more enli-- 
vewd AGs of the Rational and Superiour Will : 
and as the former raiſe commotions and irregulari- 
ties in the Bloud and  Humours of the Body ; ſo 
_ theſe /atter invigorate- the F aculties of the Soul, 
making them Heroical and Divine in their * Say 
nations. 

Now as the capacity of the Intelle& is much 
larger than that of the' Senſes, ſo the amplitude 
of the Will and AﬀeGions far ſurpaſſes that of the 
Underſtanding ; and therefore God has requir'd 
that our Deſire and Love of him ſhould be more- 
perfect and complete than our Knowledge of him : 
for we are bound to entertain his Perfe&ons with 
the cloſeſt adheſion of Heart and Soul, though we 
can apprehend them onely with a Partial and 
enigmatical Knowledge. 

Let men therefore boaſt of their Mighty Rea-- 
ſonings, their cloſe DeduGtions, their ſtrong-link' d 
Conſequences, and their elaborate Demonſtrations 1n 
Religion; when they have done all to. juſtifie 
them=- 
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"themſelves in a cautions advance towards Hea yen, 


they will find that the Beſt Divinity confiſts in 
Love and Wonder ; and that there are ſuch ex- 
Largements of the Soul ariſing from theſe Afﬀeti. 
Ons, as none can fignifie, none can conceive, 
buc thoſe who have lain under the Bleſſed Expe- 
rence. | 

TI. T will endeavour to point out fome of 


thoſe Benefits which will ariſe from a worthy 
performance of the Duty. 


Now this Holy Exerciſe being worthily per- 
form'd, will exalt our Faith beyond the reach of 
Sophiſtry or Prophaneneſs ; "twill eſtabliſh in us a 
permanent love to Goodneſs, and a temper of an- 
tipathy to the contradictions and contumelies of 
Vice ; 'twill convey our fervent Meditations to 
ſuch ſafe and peaceful Heights, till the falſe Beau- 


ties of the World make no Impreflion on us, 


and its keeneſt Temptations are out-diſtanc't : It 
will ſecure all the ſtages of an holy life,and reduce 
that Barbarous, Warlike, Stubborn, and Malici- 
ous Religion, which is now in Vogue, to the truly 
Ancient Primitive Chriſtzanity ; to a chearful and 
ſerene Principle of Meckne(s, Humility, conſtant 


Obedience, and Univerſal Love. 


When the Soul is made tender with this Heawer- 
ly Converſe, made apt to kindle at every repreſen- 
tation 


Ta}.. 
tation of Divine Goodneſs, to meet and embrace 
with every attribute ; how vile and Joathſome 
mult the deformity of Sin needs appear ? The very 
Tranſports of Adoration,whilſt they. continue upon: 
us, are a natural preſervative againſt the Encroach-- 
ments of Vice; and when the Holy Agitatzon 1s: 
ceas'd, it commonly ſettles into a. lively. calzy of. 
laſting Gratitude and Love: 

But to: ſpeak more particularly, Praiſe and: 4 
doration are aftions perfe&ive of thoſe very. Facul. 
ties which perform them.. 

For, they give a Divine Brightneſs to onr Rea-- 
ſon, free it from the illuſions of Sexce and Paſſror, 
fix iton uſeful enquiries, and in all its Diſcove-. 
ries-make it ſerviceable ts the SanGuary.: for not - 
onely. Religions, but: even Natural. abjeQs may be- 
contemplated and examin'd by the humble. Adorer 
into Myſterious ſubjets of Devotion and Worn 
der. 

The True Chriftiaz Philoſopher, even from his. 
common obſervations in {ecular. Learning, will by 
a due Analyſs. of Meditation.open. to himſelf a 
delicious. proſpect of Heavenly. Glories ; purſue 
cvery Motion and Effe& to..its. firſt Cauſe and 
Author, till he finds his Seake of Contemplation to 
Took like Jacobs Ladder , with Angels aſcending 
and. deſcending : whilſt. the. proud : Enquiring 


Nature. 
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lift, who ſacrifices more to his Hypotheſrs than his 
God, will reap nothing but Preſumption and 'Con- 
tempt of Heaven from .his | Converſation-even 
. with the Divineſt Objzedts. He will call a True 
Miracle the Luxuriancy of Nature , an'Extraordi- 
nary Ad of Providence onely the ſudden eruption 
of a Natural, thongh hidden Cauſe ; or at leaft 
he will debaſe theſe 7mmmediate Operations of the 
Almighty to ſome cheap piece of Motion and Me- 
chaniſm, that may ſerve to- eaſe and pacifie his 
Wonder; thus looſing the improvement of his 
Faith and Humility, by the Arrogancy of his Wit 
and Inwention | | 
This exalted Exerciſe of Praiſing and Bleſſing 
the Lord, will alſo fill the Imagination with 
Heavenly Imagery. 'Twill adorn it with the Vine 
and Pomegranate of the Texrple,making that Faculty 
an holy Receptacle of pious Emblems, which in its 
Corrupt Nature 1s the chief Seat and Empire of 
Original Sin, the Infernal Theatre, where all the 
buſieſt Scenes of Temptation are diſplay'd. *'Twill 
teach us not to Jay out our beſt ſuperlative words 
on Earthly things; not to embalm Rottenneſs 
and Corruption with the Epithites of Divinity 3 
not toDethie the Ambitious with ſacred Oratory,or 
to commit- Idolatry with a too :Bounteous Inven- 
tion;but to reſerve a peculiar Hrerarchy of Language 
tor our Superior Intercourſe. Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, Te. will ſoliiralize our AﬀeStions; call 
them off from the defilements of the wotld, make 
them. Janguiſh-in unaccountable Unions, and. give 
them a tender. Sympathy: with all the: Endear=- 
ments of the Canticles ; 'It will create in us'ſuch 
an Habitual Indulgence towards the ſweetneſſes of 
a Rcligious hte, \that amidſt the Avocations of 
the world ,” 'the diſturbances of ſecular-bufi neſs, 
and the afftictions of. Common . Converſation , we 
ſhall be able to maintain a ſecret Under-curren ot 
prove Aipirations and Aﬀections. - - -- 4-4 

Let us therefore . ſummon up all that is: within 
1275, all the Faculties and Powers of our Souls to 

Bleſs and Pr aiſe the Lord with - fervent Gratula- 
tions! For ſurcly, Chriſtianity is not only a bare 
Awozdance of Evil, a plauſible - courſe in Moral 
Actions, or an External living up to the Decency 
of a Station, (which yet in a Degenerate Age'are 
no. mean Patterns .and Examyvles)ibut cerzainly: 
there arc requir'd ſome Afecrionate Heats; , *{ome 
Breathings . and Pantings after further: degrees of 
Holineſs,and an Incdefenite PerfeStion: | And thonph 
the cold Logicians\are ..aptto. call this'a Spiritual 
Romance,. and; the; cffe&: ob a Religious S Pleett'; 
yet we know of what Complexion chey: were, who 
{ityld the miraculous effuſions of the Holy\G hoſt, 
Drunkenneſs.,.. and cheifumes_ of >Newl Writ iS: 
1 LEBKY 6c * > (5 JTULITR "Pauls 
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Pauls Learning, and the. Sobriety of -his:Reaſon, 


Madneſs and DiſtraSien. 


Surely, no .man can be an Herejick, in his ſe- . 
cret Communions with God, or a dangerous Enthu- . 
ſraft in his Irward Adorations : And if ſome Weak: | 
neſſes have been found among the private Ar- . 
dours of the Retir'd ; alas ! what are they, but . 
the glorious F aeidive of the Pathetic ſou), the. 
Noble Extravegancies of a ſeraphick, Tem Per, and 


an impetuous Devotion! 


I know there is a Lower Draught of Chriſtias . 
nity 3 but I ſpeak a profiical Myſtery to the Wiſe,. 
to the Perfe&, to the,Propbets, and Sons of the - 

Prophets ; : who know how to be warm and af- 
feGionate in, Religion, without being Superſtitions ; 


how .to Adore, without being Idolatrous. 


I ſpeak to you, who are plac'd in all the Cir-- 
exmnltances of an Extatich life ; who are {o nearly 
acquainged. with the imelligible World, that what. 
is. but plam-Pz&are to.. the Vulgar , is Hierogly- . 
phick to you-;, they mult be, contented with the. 
bare External View, whilſt you enrich your minds . 
with the more Excellent Moral and Myſtery: To 


30%, who are,able to compoſe and conſegrate the 


RecolleQion of your Daily Studies into. an Eve-.. 
ming Hymn ; whole conſtant Imployment conſiſts. 
in ſfuch an, Emmency of Spiritual Duties, as others. _ 
faatly attewpt in ſeldom Feſtivals , with ſecular 
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Mixtures and divided Powers. To you, laſtly, 
who are perpetually actending on the Altar 3 who 
love to ſpeak of the Glory of Gods Kingdom, and 
to talk of his Power ; who are continually ſtan- 
ding before the Throne,having your lives hid with 
Chriſt in God, in Internal Joy, and the ſecrecies 
of an Incomprehenſtible peace ; who live under 
ſuch an Extraordinary ſenſe of the Divine Wiſdon: 
and Goodneſs, that you find it difficult to refrain 
from publiſhing his Perfections continually , and 
from letting the Miſtaken world know, rhat it is 
our Priviledge, our Dnty, and our Excelleacy, ne- 
ver to ceaſe from uttering in ſore v1eaſure our Gra- 
tulations and Praiſes here on Earth, 'til] they Ex- 
pire into Greater; "till we arrive to” thoſe Perfec} 
Harmonies above, where our Glorifyd Sonls and 
Bodies ſhall for ever dwell in an Eternal Triumph 
of Adoration and Amazement ! where, like the 
voice of Trumpets, of Thunders, and Iike the 
noiſe of many Waters, we ſhall for ever fing 
Hallkehyah ; Salvation, and Glory, and Honour, 
and Power be to the Bleſſed Trinity : And again 


we ſhall ſing Hallelujah / 


: CCC an 


5; | 
Her 1 


| 


mn, Hy" 


BOOKS printed fol i rok and 
beats Cademan, 1682, 


DIVINITY. 


Qty .ong Sermons of Adam Littletons, D. D 
Fol. 
A Viſitation-Sermon preached at Guil I fore, by 
ti, Diuncunb, D. D. 
A, Sermon preached on.the 5th ,of No nies 
by Greg. Haſcard D. D. Refor of os. Clements 
Danes. 
A Sermon preached bis the Lord Mayor of 
London, by. Greg. Heaſcard * D: D. ReGor of. St. 
Clemeiits. 
A. Sermon preached. at. hs F uneral of a Sober 
Religious man tound. drowned 1 In a. Pit. 
A Serman Freachad before the King, by MM, 
Barzes. 
A Sermon preached at a Viſ cation at C bichefler, 
by W. Howell Rector.ot. Fittleworth. 


A Sermon preached at the Sawoy-Church accu- 


ſed for Heretical. Printed in French and Engliſh; ' 


by Monſieur Des Cotais.. 
A Sermon preached before the Lord Mayor 
of London, by Tho Manninghax:, Author of this 


Sermon. : A. 


HCA AKAD. 7 on hid 0 i on 4 TO dE ERS BET A Leben 


UM 


Crt rn tr nmnoonmmnnn 
pee era m_——ng— wm I mt: 992 RIS LO. AK, —— — Iniints-at ihe Rae 
J a ” b REL grmmnomgpnmengymmonymeyemnopny I ponnommmaponggmign 


"F Catalogue of Books, 
A Sermon preached at the Aflizes at Lancaft? r, 
by Henry Pig got Vicar of Rochdale. 

Two Sermons. preached. at Viſitations at Tork, 
by Seth Ruſhell D. D. 


MISCELANIES, new. 


An Inflitution of General Hiſtory, or the Hi- 
ſtory of the World; being a Compleat Body 
thereof. By IV. Howell LED 

Megalopſychy ; being an Account of the Jaſt 
17 years of Queen Elzabeths Reign, Military 
and. Civil : the firſt Part written by Fobn Manſon, 
Admiral in the Streights againſt the Spaniards, 
and H. Townſhend E\q; Folio. 10s. price. 

Tracts of Thomas Hobbs of Malmsbury ; con- 
taining the Hiſtory of the Cauſes of the Civil 
Wars of England, from 1640 to 1660. Printed 
from the Authors own Copy. Alſo a Vindicati- 
on of liis Tewviathan againſt Biſhop Bramball, A 
Narration of the puniſhment for Hereſie; and an 
. Apology for his writings. With Seven Philoſophi- 
cal Problems. In O06. price bound 5 s. 

* The Fundamentals of the Proteſtant Religion, 
aſſerted by Reaſon and Scripture. By the fa- 
mous Gombaud and Sydney Lodge. Price 1 5. _ 

Du Moulins Reflections Reverberated ; being 
a full Anſwer to, Du Moulin and Hickeringel. 
Quarto, price bound 1 s. 6, d. Books 


be 


SI i at. ao nh ee Ea > — —— 


TN 


Y 


"OG a. ” 


_—— ow 
—_—_— ——_— 


2 A Catalopue of Books. 


Books written by the Reverend DoCtor Lancelot 
Addiſon, and printed for W. Crooke. 


1. The preſent State of the Jews ; wherein is 
contained an exact Account of their Cuſtoms, Se- 
cularand Religious. 12* price 1 s. 6 d, bound. 

2. Primitive Inſtitution : or, a Seaſonable 


Diſcourſe of Catechizing. Twelves,price 1 s. 6d. 


3- A modeſt Plea tor the Clergy. 0&5. price 
bound x. £. 6. d. 

4. The firſt Eſtate of Mahumediſm ; or the 
Life and Death of Maob»met, the Anthor of the 
Turkiſh Religion. O&. bound 1. vs. 6. d. 

5. The Moors Baffled: A Diſcourſe of the 
Farl of Tiveots Government of Tangier. Quarto, 
ſtitch'd 6. d. 

6. Weſt-Barbary ; being an Account of the 
Revolutions in Fez and Morrocco. O&. price 
bound 2 £. 

7. An Introduction *to the Sacrament: or, a 
ſhort, plain and ſafe way to the Communion- 
Table ; being an Inſtruction for the worthy Re- 
ceiving of the Lords Supper. Collected for, and 
familiarly Addreſſed to every particular Commu- 
nicant. Tbs Book 3s New. 


FINTS. 


